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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 
ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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DDDD    ear Friends, 
A year ago we, as a congregation, took a survey called REVEAL. 

We received the results and have been working on the findings. We 
have already implemented changes in some areas, while other areas 
are taking more time with planning. We still have a ways to go. I realize 
that our church has been growing since this survey was done, so I 

decided to review some of the bases of REVEAL before we implement more 
changes. 

The most important thing to understand is that our relationship to God through Christ 
is a journey, or a movement, or an adventure that never ends. Many people think that 
once you accept Jesus – that’s the end. It’s not – it’s the start. As I write or speak 
about our li fe with and in Christ, I will call it the “journey” (the book of Acts calls it “The 
Way”). This journey was described by REVEAL in 4 stages with movements between 
each.  

 Stage 1 – Exploring Christ – I believe in God but I’m not sure about Christ.  
My faith is not a significant part of my life. 

 Stage 2 – Growing in Christ – I believe in Jesus and I’m working on what it 
means to get to know Him. 

 Stage 3 – Close to Christ – I feel really close to Christ and depend on Him,  
daily, for guidance. 

 Stage 4 – Christ-Centered – My relationship with Jesus is the most 
important relationship in my life. It guides everything I do. 

This is also called a spiritual continuum. 

REVEAL found a lot of GVBC in Stage 2 – Growing in Christ. It is our goal to move 
people to Stage 4 - Christ-Centered. It is your pastoral staff’s responsibility, “… to 
prepare God’s people (you) for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”  
(Ephesians 4:12-13) 

As we plan for our next step, our goal is to bring everyone to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ, or to become His (Jesus’) fully devoted followers (GVBC’s 
Mission Statement). One thing that REVEAL reinforced is that getting to know Jesus 
through the Bible, is key. If you are not reading, meditating or studying the Bible on 
your own, starting in the New Testament, you will not grow; you will not produce 
fruits; you will not become Christ-Centered.  

So, I challenge you to set aside time, every day, to start reading your Bible. Don’t 
read only to gain knowledge – read to be changed by the words of Jesus. We (the 
pastoral staff) are planning ways to help you on the “journey”, but start by being in the 
Word. 

His child, 

Pastor Steve 
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This year’s tournament started out with many anxious 
moments:  our meetings had too few committee members 
present to make necessary decisions; lack of player 
signups; and minimal tee-sponsorships. 

One month prior to our tournament, we had less than fifty 
players, twenty tee-sponsors and just a few raffle prize 
donations. In desperation, I spoke to Rodney Tanaka (last 
year’s chairman) about my frustrations. He plainly said, “It 
is what it is. Did you pray about your concerns?” 

During my quiet time, I lifted my tournament anxieties and 
responsibilities up to our Lord. During the final two weeks, 
player applications came in and local businesses and our 
GVBC members opened up their hearts, overwhelming us 
with their generous donations. Our committee members 
could barely keep up with printing tee-sponsor signs, raffle 
prize donations and assignments of foursomes, which are 
good problems to have. Isn’t our Lord great?  He hears all, 
knows our inner concerns and answers our prayers. 

One hundred and eight golfers, along with an army of 
GVBC volunteers directed by Frank Nakamura and  
Richard Imatomi, enjoyed a picture-perfect day at Rio 
Hondo Golf Course in Downey. The tree-lined fairways and 
beautifully manicured greens were the perfect setting for a 
relaxing round of golf and fellowship. The putting contest, 
sponsored by North Torrance Optometry, the Hole-in-One 
opportunities for $10,000 and many additional gifts 
sponsored by George and Shig Hirano and AHTKY 
Insurance Company, added to the color and excitement of 
our tournament. 

James Hirano emceed the evening banquet, introducing 
Pastor Tom Demorest of City Lights Community Church in 
Long Beach. Tom was a former recipient of our Seminarian 
Golf Scholarship when he was on staff at GVBC. Tom 
thanked everyone at the banquet for their time and 
generosity in supporting the seminarians. He enlightened 
us on the daily growth of City Light’s community, youth and 
street ministries in the heart of Long Beach. 

James also announced the raffle prize donors and winners, 
and the men and women tournament cash-prize winners. 
The final raffle prizes were three flat-screen TVs, two of 
which were won by our own Harvey Ujimori and his son, 
Mark. 

I personally wish to thank our tournament committee and 
volunteers for their diligence and expertise in putting on 
another successful golf tournament. At last count, we raised 
approximately $19,000 for our seminarians. Thank you all 
for your faithful service. 

“Cast your worries to the Lord, and  

He will care for you…”  Psalm 55:22 

Seminarian Scholarship Golf Tournament: 

God Answers Prayers 
by Tak Shimazak i, Chairman 

Photos by Silvio Carrara 

Teresa Louie practicing her putting 

Rodney Tanaka with Pastor Steve 

Tom Demorest,  

guest speaker 

Emcee James Hirano 

Perry Miyake, Stan Kuroda and 

Kathy Sato enjoying dinner 

Welcome! 



Page 3 � � � � 
Issue 17 

2010 Christian Financial Management Seminar 

Wednesdays, September 8, 15, 22 & 29 

6:30 to 7:30 PM 

at GVBC 

The seminar will provide a biblical perspective of financial management.  Biblical 
principles for financial management and budgeting will be shared. 

Attendees will have the opportunity to establish their own budget for the first time, 
review their own budget and plans, and discuss possible recommendations and 
changes. 

The seminar will be conducted by David Uratsu, MBA, CPA and Financial Consultant 
to various businesses and individuals. 

 

Mondays, September 13, 2010 — January 10, 2011 

7:00 — 9:00 PM, Room 218/220 

I took the Perspectives course in 2008, It was a great experience as I learned about 
God’s heart and passion for the world. 

It was so inspiring to hear from a different, challenging speaker each week and to be 
informed of God’s work in the world today. I remember, when the course was over, I 
felt it was definitely time well-spent. It’s helped to give me new perspectives on my 
Christian life and how God can use me. 

I’m excited. After hearing good reports, my husband has enrolled in the Perspectives 
course, starting September 13 at GVBC. I highly recommend it! 

~Linda Hayashi 

 

For cost contact the church office ( see website for enrollment & discount options). Fifteen 
lessons with dynamic speakers, weekly readings, and study. See how the Gospel is understood 
and received by other cultures. Learn how this affects our witness of God’s truth. Learn how to 
use your gifts, skills, and passions for God’s glory. 

Contact Tommy Park. Email at: thomas.y.park@gmail.com [Perspectives in subject line]. 
Website: www.perspectives.org click on “Find a Class.” 



SSSS    
ince becoming a Christian, Lainel Finley Jr. has 
become an even more compassionate person. 

Through the influence of the Holy Spirit, he finds himself 
more appreciative of people which includes accepting 
their faults. 

The change has lifted the burden of being judgmental off 
his shoulders. Lainel wisely lives by Pastor Steve’s 
sermon challenge, “Expect the worse, but hope for the 
best.” 

Putting his faith into action 

This change in Lainel affected his ministry when he 
served with the high school group at City Lights Church 
in 2009 and 2010. He was able to increasingly view all 
people as the same with equal value and significance no 
matter what their background or capability. Lainel values 
his City Lights mission experience, as it enabled him to 
put his faith into action and helped him grow spiritually. 

More of a people person 

God blessed Lainel personally in other ways. In the past 
he described himself as “being more to himself.” Today, 
he is more of a people person. He now initiates 
conversations which he didn’t do before. Lainel also 
acknowledged, being more of a people person, makes 
him willing to be profiled for the church newsletter which 
he wouldn’t have done before. 

Coming from a large family 

A native of the South Bay, Lainel grew up in Gardena 
with his mother, Theresa Harrison, and a large family. As 
a single mom, Theresa raised his siblings: Terrence, 
Stephens, Genisha Williams, and Donika Miller, ages 34, 
32, and 23 respectively, as well as Lainel. Today, she is 
busy raising Lainel’s younger siblings, Alazia, Tamaiya 
and Christian Campbell, ages 14, 13, and six. It was 
always Theresa’s priority to send her children to Sunday 
school so Lainel and his siblings grew up in the church. 
Lainel feels blessed to have such a loving and 
supportive Christian mother. 

During his youth, Lainel attended Amestoy Elementary 
School. Beginning in fourth grade, his mother 
homeschooled him. This past June, Lainel graduated 

with his high school diploma from California 
Virtual Academy. He plans to attend college. 

Going through the motions 

Lainel grew up attending churches in Gardena 
before attending GVBC regularly as a high 
schooler. Lainel’s first exposure to GVBC was 
at ages 10 and 11, when he attended VBS. 
Although Lainel was baptized at age 10, he 
didn’t really understand what accepting the 
Lord meant. Consequently, he just went 
through the motions of being a Christian. It 

wasn’t until he came to GVBC, as a teen, that he learned 
what being a Christian was all about. It was a gradual 
process of coming to know and truly accept the Lord as 
his Savior. He is thankful for Youth Pastor Daniel 
Matsuda and the youth leaders who were instrumental in 
helping him. 

God’s spiritual gifts 

A highly gifted musician, Lainel shares his talent as a 
worship leader and guitarist at the first worship service 
on Sunday mornings. Also, he composes his own songs. 
As a high school worship leader, Lainel looks forward to 
continuing in the same capacity with the college group. 

Step out of your comfort zone 

Although Lainel shared there is no perfect church, he 
feels GVBC is headed in the right direction. He likes the 
fact that GVBC allows and challenges everyone in the 
body to grow in their faith by providing a wealth of 
ministry opportunities. This ranges from ushering to 
Sunday school teachers to serving in the community to 
helping on a short-term mission project. He challenges 
everyone in our body to step out of their comfort zone 
and try a new ministry or to do something new in a 
ministry one is already involved with. “If anyone stays in 
their comfort zone,” he emphasized, “one doesn’t need 
God. You’re most likely to lose your faith.” 

God’s unconditional, never-ending love 

One of Lainel’s favorite Bible passages is John 17 which 
reminded him of Christ praying for all believers to be 
unified, by each having the same unconditional love 
which God has for His Son. Christ also prayed He reside 
within each believer and they become one. 

“In this passage,” Lainel related, “Christ prays for Himself 
then the disciples followed by His prayer for all 
believers.” He pointed out, the Lord didn’t leave anyone 
out of His prayer because everyone is integral to the 
Body of Christ. It is Lainel’s hope that GVBC continue to 
grow in unity by each person reflecting more of God’s 
unconditional love and Jesus’ presence in their lives. 
With a sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, Lainel is personally 
challenged to keep growing in this same direction. 
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Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit: Profile of Laniel Finley Jr. 
by Kathy Aiso 

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weaknesses. We do not know what we 
ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself inter-
cedes for us with groans that words cannot 
express. And he who searches our hearts 
knows the mind of the spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance 
with God’s will.” 

—Romans 8:26-27 
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Family News 

Congratulations to: 

� The recipients of the GVBC Christian Service Scholarships:  Tina Hayashi, Michelle Law, 
Kristi Shimazu, Sheri Shimazu, and Tiffany Young. These college students have spent 
many hours volunteering their time throughout the year, and so we want to recognize and 
appreciate them. Congratulations! 

Saying goodbye to a faithful GVBC member: 

� Many blessings to Manny Nakamura as she moves to a retirement care facility in San 

Luis Obispo. Manny has been at GVBC for 17 years and we will miss her. 

Letters to our family 

� Dear Members of the GVBC Scholarship Committee and GVBC Family, Thank you so 
much for the church scholarship [Chris tian Service Scholarship]!  I really appreciate it and 
have been so blessed by your generosity. I am starting my fourth year at Seattle Pacific 
University, and have truly loved this experience. I look forward to graduating with a 
degree in Dietetics in June and seeing what God has in store for me. Hope all is well at 
Gardena!  Sincerely, Tina Hayashi 

� Dear GVBC Family, Thank you for the beautiful orchids and well wishes for our family. 
Thank you for extending your heart felt love during our time of sadness. Love, Channing, 
Daren, Carl and Lesli Lou 

� Dear GVBC Friends, On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our 

sincere thanks for your donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund] and 4 bags of food to our 
Emergency Food Pantry. Your continued support of our program is vital in allowing us to 
continue in our mission. May we continue in this unique partnership and offer aid to the 
needy of our city. Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent of Recreation/Human 
Services/Building Maintenance by Lydia James, Community Services Counselor 

Job Club 

A New Target Ministry at GVBC 

By Stacia Kato & Keith Kimura, co-leaders 

The JOB CLUB was borne of a desire to offer regular encouragement and practical skill support to the 
multitude in the community who are in states of job transition, long-term unemployment and inadequate 
employment. The guidelines of JOB CLUB were drawn from Good Morning America’s Tory Johnson.  

The inaugural event was held on Thursday, May 20, 2010. Guest speakers from the community have 
been invited to share on topics including: Functional Resume Writing, Personal Interest Assessments, 
and Networking with Confidence. Evenings without guest speakers have focused on interview practice.  

There have been two known success stories already! In the first instance, the attendees are encouraged 
to bring in job leads and advertisements on job fairs to share with each other. One attendee followed up 
on a job fair that another attendee brought in and she subsequently got a job through diligent networking 
and persistence. In the second instance, a regular attendee was often getting interviews but never 
getting the jobs. One Thursday, we spent the entire session practicing her interview skills against a 
panel of interviewers. The next day, she interviewed with greater confidence and a week later, she was 
offered and accepted the job.  

We are encouraged by these success stories and the feeling of greater confidence and self-esteem that 
everyone leaves each meeting with. All are welcomed to attend our meetings, held every other Thursday 
evenings. Our next meeting will be Thursday, September 9, 6:30—    7:30 PM. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your 
event in the subjec t line]. You can 
also contact event l eaders directly. 
WEBSITE : www.gvbc.net 
 

� Children’s Ministry 
KidZone (1st- 5th graders), Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 
PM, Community Hall. Wear comfortable clothes 
and gym shoes to all events. 
�September 3   — No KidZone 
�September 10 — Baseball 
�September 17 — Balcony Drop Zone 
�September 24 — Sockey 

Contact: Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, 
susan@gvbc.net. 

� Labor Day 
Monday, September 6 office closed. 

� Photography 101 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays starting September 8, 
7:00PM, room 113. This class will show you how 
to use your camera. Led by Silvio Carrara. Sign 
up via the church office. 

� Christian Financial Management Seminar 
See page 3 for details. Sign up by filling out the 
flyer in the Narthex or call the church office. 

�Griefshare 
Sundays, meeting on September 12, 26, Oct. 
17, 24, November 7, 12:30 PM. 2011 dates 
TBD. Later meetings will start at 1:00 PM in 
Room 254. A support group for those 
grieving the loss of a loved one. Contact 
Brian Lo via the church office. 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful 
Saturday, September 18. We’ll be working in the 
Willows Wetland Preserve near South Park on 
Vermont & Artesia Blvd; cleaning trash along the 
railroad tracks running along Normandie 
Avenue; painting the block wall along the 
same stretch of railroad tracks, and 
repainting and touching up the playground 
equipment at the Harvard parkette. Signup 
flyers are in the Narthex. 

� Men’s Retreat 
Saturday, September 25 — 26 at Victory Ranch. 
Special speaker is James Chang. Sign up in the 
Courtyard after the services. Contact Kent 
Komae via the church office or email him at: 
kkomae@aol.com. 

� Cult & Occults Seminar 
Sunday, September 26, 12:30 — 3:00 PM, room 
113. Contact Marianne Matsuda 
 

� Mexico Outreach Missions (M.O.M.) 
� Saturday, October 2, Tijuana 
� Friday, December 17 to Sunday, December 

19, San Telmo Christmas Mission Trip 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required]. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima via the church office. 

� JEMS Ladies Luncheon 
Saturday, October 9, 8:00AM — 1:30PM, 
Wintersburg Presbyterian Church, costs 
$10. Choose 2 workshops, enjoy lunch and 
fellowship, and hear Jennifer Kira speak on 
“Cultivating Contentment”. See more info in 
Brochure/registration form in the Narthex, or 
on the community bulletin board. 

� Special Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, October 10, 1:00 PM, Community 
Hall. At its monthly meeting on July 6, the 
Board of Deacons voted to recommend the 
ordination of Pastor Daniel Matsuda to the 
congregation. We will be assessing Pastor 
Daniel’s preparation and calling to ordained 
ministry. If he is approved for ordination by 
GVBC, GVBC will then recommend 
denominational recognition of his ordination 
by the American Baptist Churches of Los 
Angeles (ABCLA). Ordination is the 
recognition by the Lord’s people of the call 
of an individual to serve as Christ’s 
undershepherd. It is GVBC’s responsibility 
to determine Pastor Daniel’s worthiness for 
sponsorship and to walk with him through 
each step of the ordination process. We 
hope all members will plan to attend this 
special meeting and support Pastor Daniel’s 
quest for ordination (lunch will be available 
for purchase — details to follow). 

� Harvest Festival 
Sunday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30PM, GVBC 
campus. 

� A Prodigal Christmas: 

2 performances on Saturday, 
Dec. 4, 11:00AM and 
3:00PM, Sanctuary. 
Admission is FREE!  For 
more information contact 
David Cheng prodigalchristmas@gmail.com or 
Susie Shelley, ext. 673, or 
suzewriter@gmail.com. Check out our Facebook 
page at “Prodigal Christmas Musical.” 
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Issue 18 will be uploaded to website on Wednesday, September 15. Hard 

copies available on Sunday, September 19 in the Narthex. All articles should 

be submitted by Sunday, September 12. 

 
WANTED for the Next Mexico Mission Trip 

   Save your hotel soap and shampoo 
If you happen to be traveling this summer and want to save your hotel soap and shampoo samples, we 
can use them for the Mexico prison ministry in October and December. 
   Leave them in the church office with my name on them and I will pick them up. The prisoners 

do not have soap or shampoo and would really appreciate the samples. God bless you! 
Teresa Matsushima, for the Mexico Missions treesaw47@sbcglobal.net 

Good news! Since our last update, we have paid off the small equity loan that we took 
out on 3 pieces of property we own. The total pay off was $163,688. Now we have just 
the Union Bank loan at $26,828 per month. We have many more years of this payment, 
but it is just one loan. 

Speaking of that loan, here is how we have done for the 8 months of 2010. We have paid 
$214,621 on our loan payment (of which $137,690 was interest), and we have received 
$243,970 in contributions to Nehemiah 3, praise God. We have 3 months left of our 
Nehemiah 3 commitments and we have already received more than our goal. 

We will be starting a new capital stewardship campaign in 2011 so keep our loan in your 
prayers. 

Nehemiah 3 Update 

Financial Report 

$600,000

$650,000

$700,000

$750,000

$800,000

January - July

Adopted

budget

Income

received

Expenses

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

FROM IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Betty Oshiro Henry & Rob’s birthdays 

Patti Hatashita Gerry Hatashita 

Denko Hirose Eishi Hirose 

Andrew & Elizabeth Hicks Eishi Hirose 

Tak & Sharon Shimazaki Eishi Hirose 

Walter Hokama Carol Hokama 

Kiku Florist Weekly donation of flowers 

 

Monetary donations given in memory of loved ones go into the College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 

$60,000
$70,000
$80,000
$90,000
$100,000
$110,000
$120,000
$130,000

Month of July

Income

received

Expenses



 

Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang — Assis tant Pastor  of Young Adul ts , ext. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Assis tant Pastor  — Youth, ext. 681 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christi an Educ. Secretary, ex t. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

�Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45 AM, 

Room 201 
 

Sermon Series: Advent Conspiracy 
 

Sunday, September 5/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley~Advent Conspiracy: Worship Fully 

 
Sunday, September 12/Teacher& Leader Recognition 

Advent Conspiracy: Spend Less 
 

Sunday, September 19/Baptisms 
Both services in the Sanctuary 
Advent Conspiracy: Give More 

 
Sunday, September 26 

Advent Conspiracy: Love All 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Fax: (310) 768-2783 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

September 12 


